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What is a research grant? 

Research grants are suitable for focused research projects that may be short- or long-term in 

nature. In addition, they can be used to support method development or development and 

continuation of research facilities and may involve more than one research group or institution. 

 

Who can apply? 

The minimum academic qualification required is a graduate degree, although usually a PhD is 

required. Less experienced researchers should apply in collaboration with a more senior 

colleague. The applicant(s) must demonstrate that they will direct the proposed research and be 

actively engaged in the work. 

Financial support 

Under the research grant scheme you may request support for a period of up to five years, which 

can include:  

 The salary of the principal investigator and co-investigators 

 Support for additional posts - research, technical or other consumables 

 Equipment 

 Travel costs 

 Data preservation, data sharing and dissemination costs. 

 

Assessment procedure 

The proposal will be peer reviewed by independent scientific experts from the UK and overseas. 

Reviews are based around three core criteria: 

Importance: how important are the questions, or gaps in knowledge, that are being addressed? 

Scientific potential: what are the prospects for good scientific progress? 

Resources requested: are the funds requested essential for the work, and do the importance and 

scientific potential justify funding on the scale requested? 
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